
Evangelist. 


AT 

SHIM. H«l«l 


"Let Us go on Unto Perfection." 


i-m « \ > 


TfcttMM, »i v> 
M'.l IX lli.OII 


VOLUME VII. 


ASHLAND, OHIO, MARCH 25. 1885. 


XUHBKR 12. 


Gentle Wafts. 

1 1 tfcjlwf lobH day i of suld « «u », 

AuhJ loan j a drop of min, 
Tr» Mart nil* flnmr from vrlBler** SUflix 

Tit bad ftiul bloom ftipiLu 

If once from oat ■ trotting «y* 

We fim»» Irjir to iUhI, 
A hmitlml wonl* nf wnrnHBt lore 

May nol tbe imiail»h h<-*l. 

Thru hurt no lin*ty, prnel Bbafl. 

Toitv* Bnothnr pnlD. 
Lpt Boiitle wunlh, UkmlDdropfci*wt>ll 

(Villi li.i.rrj i.i | iff RKiitn. 

HKLKi Tkil. 


ConMfratfng Children. 

J. M. asks tbe following 
weighty questions : 

"What pre tbe doctrinal points 
taught in Matthew 19 : 13 — 15, 
and Mark 10 : 13—16? 

"1. Have parents a right to 
present their children to the 
Church tor consecration ? 

'•'J. If so, what relation do 
those children, wbo are couse- 
c rated by the laying on of hands 
and prayer, sustain to the 
Church." 

The scriptures referred to teach 
no doctrinal points. They are 
only the words of tbe Master, on 
an occasion when tbe apostles 
forbade children to come to him. 
Doctrinal points are, however, 
drawn therefrom. 

The passage, "Sutter little chil- 
dren to come unto me and for- 
bid them not," is held to be 

■ 

authority for infant baptism, in- 
fant church membership, and 
infant communion, by several 
schools ot theology. The Ro 
Irrd Orielc wit) at once 
direct you to that scripture if 
you ask where the authority for 
infant baptism is found. 

I take no other view ot the 
■cripture than what it sayB : 
"Sutter little children to come 
unto me'"; and that means that 
children should be allowed and 
be invited to become members of 
the body of Christ, and partici- 
pate in the common exercises of 
the congregation. This was ibe 
doctrine and tbe practice of the 
Church in tbe primitive days, 
and we can rind no scripture and 
no good reasons why we should 
do differently now. But this 
does not mj that infant baptism 
is right and should be practiced 
in the Church ; and there is no 
reliable evidence, scriptural or 
historical, that authorizes the 
custom of baptising babies. That 
custom was a eouaiateut hrauoh 
of the severe doctrine of original 
sin which tilled the minds of 
some Christian leaders about the 
middle or toward the close of 
the second century, and the ter- 
rible abuse of the practice, in 
later agea, caused a revolt againat 
any system that might be con- 
etrued to mean intant baptism, 
and the sentiment thus aroused 
became a portion of the doctrine 
ot various reform organizations. 
Parents have a right to bring 
their children to tbe Church in 
the right way ; bnt consecration, 
that depends noon how the word 
is defined. 

In the time of the Gothic kings 
in Spain, or about the end of the 
fifth century, it became a custom 
for parents to dedicate their 
children to tbe service of God 
very early in life ; and they were 
taken into tbe bishop's family 
and educated under him, instruct 
ed in the rule* nod discipline of 
the church, and such children 


were not allowed afterward to 
return to a secular life. It ie 
right and proper for a child to 
receive baptism when be attains 
an age of eight or nine years ; 
but that "consecration" belongs 
to sophisticated piety. 

The ehild wbo haa been bap- 
tised sustains tbe same relation 
to the church that any other 
child does. There are no out- 
houses and porchee to the king. 
ilom of God : a person is either 
inside or outside. Christ's death 
removed original sin, and the in- 
fant that appears among us is 
clean, and shall remain clean un- 
til its ability recognizes tbe priv- 
ilege and comprehends the duty 
ot obeying Christ. Responsibil- 
ity belongs to the side nf power and 
ability. Where there is ability 
to perceive, there is responsibil- 
ity, and responsibility implies 
duty. Ko, as soon as a child is 
able to know that there is a God 
and a Christ to obey, there is 
duty to perform, but no sooner. 
The doctrine that children 
must become dinners before they 
can become saints, is worse than 
barbarism, tun) every Christian 
man ought t.> spew it oiit of hie 
bis conscience. The child eight 
or ten years old is competent to 
be as loyal a church member as 
the grey -beard of three-score and 
ten years ; and if he desire so to 
do, no "lie should prevent him. 
Such ought to be instructed lo 
follow the good Matter in Mb 
own appointed ways. Children, 
at that age, as a rule, are as good 
as their parents are, and as well 
prepared to enter the society of 
believers. No habits of dissipa- 
tion are fattened upon them, and 
if there is an advantage in fitness 
between children and grown peo 
pie, it belongs to tbe children ; 
and habits of piety formed and 
religious responsibility assumed 
early in lite will be held dear and 
with a devotion that few mani- 
fest who return to the holy path 
alter being stained and broken 
up by sin and evil habits, t) 
how we wish that the idea would 
leave tbe human mind forever 
that children must become devils 
before they are competent to be- 
come righteous. 

Repentance >s not a pre- requi- 
site where there is no sin ; the 
terms of the Gospel are "lie that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved." Cornelius never repent- 
ed. If repentance was a condi- 
tion of salvation in all cases, he 
never could have been saved. 
But he was a devout man and 
feared God ; so, he only believed 
and was baptized. 

We earnestly wish all chil- 
dren might commence the good 
work aa the autieut I'olyearp 
did. When he was ninety. four 
years old, he stood by slumber- 
ing flames prepared to reduce 
his mortal remains .to aabea at 
the touch of tbe torch, and de- 
clared that eighty and six years 
he had served Christ— commenc- 
ed the good work when he wee 
eight years old ; and he was an 
associate and fellow laborer of 
the beloved disciple, John. To- 
gether they ate of the same spir- 
itual food and drank the same 
spiritual drink ; together they 
shall be in the age of unmeas- 
ured peace. En. 


The Religions World. 

At the dedication at tbe new 
Methodist church In Fremont, 
Ohio, March 1st, En-president 
Hayes gave 96,000. 

Tbe new Seminary building of 
the American Baptist Telugu 
Mission, at Ramapetara, was 
dedicated on the 11th of Janu- 
ary. 

Rev. Dr. Talmage received in- 
to his Tab' made Church in 
Brooklyn, on the let init., 195 
new members, raising his church 
roll to 2.396. 

Petitions will he oi resisted un- 
der the auspices of the National 
Christian Association asking Jo 
teph Cook to devote oneor more 
of hie Monday lectures to nub 
ject of secret societies. 

Kev. Dr. Burchard,. jrbo sud- 
denly made himself famous near 
tbe close of the recent political 
campaign, has beeu retired by 
his church and presbytery on a 
salary of $500 a year. Cause, 
age. 

In St. Louis there is a vigor- 
ous Evangelical Alliance at 
work, and just now it ie putting 
forib its in due nee to promote 
the closing of liquor saloons on 
Sunday. Thus it is doing agreat 
and good work. 

Ai the Church of the Cove- 
nant at New York ; Dr. Marvin 
B. V tucent, pastor, responsive 
reading oj^tha. Pja%4, recip*, 
lions of the Lord's Prayer and 
Apostles' Creed have been intro 
duced in the evening services. 

Some Hebrew converts, s'.x 
males and one female, were re- 
cently baptized at St. Paul's 
Church, ilaggerstone, London, 
by the Rev. M. Rosenthal, who 
has baptized some one hundred 
and forty during the last live 
years. 


Kdinbsrgh.it was resolved to 
take steps to appoint a represen- 
tative committee, consisting of 
seven from each of the three 
churches, to confer on the sub- 
ject of union. 

The Pope has taken a decided 
attitude against the expulsion of 
the Catholic Archbishop of Wil- 
ua from Russia, recently ordered 
by tbe Russian authorities. The 
Russian Charge d J Affaires far* 
been suspended, and is about to 
retun. to Rome. A rupture be- 
tween Russia and (he Vatican is 
imminent. The ter sion between 
the Vatican and Germany be- 
cause of tbe vacant Bishoprics 
shows renewed strength. 

For the first time in more than 
two hundred years the Roman 
Curia has granted a dispensation 
tortbe marriage ol a Catholic 
lady to a Hebrew. Tbe parties 
are Hungarian... The Pope, in 
a brief founded on the canon 
law, stated that marriages be- 
tween Catholics and heathens or 
Hebrews were permissible, for 
tbe reason 
was the j 
soul by conversion lo the Catho- 
lic faith. 


Mota* and Jotting*. 

lam now at borne, but uot 
idle. I have preached m ntrick 
tn our good people within the 
past year that I thought a change 
advisable ; hence had arrange- 
ments with brother Swihart to 
preach lor us, but tic could not 
come, and to my sorrow, on re- 
turning from Mi I lord, found that 
a large congregation had been 
disappointed, — brother Swihart 
had not come. We announced 
at the schools that meetings 
would commence at once and 
went to work. The weather and 
an unusual amount of sickness 
is against us, but yet tbe Lord is 
with us. Two precious ouus came 
boldly out for the Lord last even- 
ing and more will snrdy follow 
soon. We still look tor brother 
Swihart this week. 

But I almost forgot what I 
wished lo say in the beginning of 
my nolo, and that is, shout thq 
social meetings of our church. I 
had no idea of tbe strength of 
our congregation in social meet- 

ngs. " 
have 
hound me to North Liberty havs 
always been strong, but since our 


ii that thereby there j '"K* u,,,il 'I' 8 present tucetii 
.osaibility of saving a The Christian lies whi.-h h 


The foreign mission work in mee,,n *- '" ' m " liw » r,i P"****, 
Germany has suffered a severe ! I,,w ,, * velo P«' the , « !e,,t »■•* 
loss in the death of Theodore 0ljriB,i *" zcl41 wLthi " " ur " ,em 
Harms, ot Herman ushurg, in **nUi V , * **»' J« flt » llt,le l' ro "<* 
Hanover, tbe leading spirit of 


the Hermatiutthurg Missionary 
Society, that, has labored with 
so great success in South Africa, 
East India and China. His 
brother, Louis Harms, founded 
this society with no capital but 
fervent faith, and found this an 
excellent investment. Since bis 
death, hie now deceased brother 
Theodore has proved himself a 
worthy successor. 

The organization of Y'oung 
Men's Christian Associations in 


that my 
bounds , 


Rev. C. J. Jones has been j institutions of learning has been 
chosen editor of the Ueruld of lively pushed in the last few 
Gospel Liberty, organ of the I veare . There now ftre Aimci ,. 
Christian Church, which is pub- j tionB in >hoilt two hundred co! . 
Dayton, Ohio. He | l egeB? academies and normal 


lished in 


Ohio 
takes the place of Itev. A. W. | Mh oo|s. The College Secretary 
Coan, who was prostrated by| M r. D. L. Wishard, has been 
paralysis some weeks ago. nry s „ cetMW f„i in hil work( mud 

A meeting of tbe State Super- now an additional Secretary has 
intendents oi the American been appointed, Mr. C. K. Ober. 
Home Missionary Society has Conventions of delegates of Col 
been held in Chicago, to consider ] lege Associations like that re- 
ths relation of Congregational j cently held at Harvard are among 
ministers to the Scandinavians | the moat interesting incidents of 
in this country, also to devise j Association history, 
some scheme for a new mission 


to Sweden. 

The Independent, gleaning 
from about two dozen journals 
of all Evangelical denominations 
finds that the conversions re- 
ported in a single week number 
28,000. "We must not forget," 
says that journal, "that this list 
of upwards of 28,000 converts 
represents only a fraction of 


Oue of the strangest peoples 
with whom missionary enterprise 
has bad to do are the Kalashas, . 
of Ethiopia. They are black 
Jews, about 200.000 in number, 
living west ot Jordan, who have 
as their holy writings the Old 
Testament in an Etbiopic ver- 
sion, and who still rigidly adhere 
to the Mosaic ceremonies and 
laws. Undoubtedly they are not 


the churches— how large or how j of pure Jewish descent, although 


small a fraction it would be idle 
to undertake to say, 

The Presbyterians of Scotland 
are divided into three bodies— 
the Established Church, the Free 
Church, and the United Presby- 
terian Cnurch. A movement for 
union was inaugurated toward 
the dose of last year, and it 
seems to be gathering strength, 
though few influential men are 
lending it countenance. At a 
largely attended meeting held in 


to some extent they are the chil- 
dren of Jewish Immigrants, who, 
in the tiase of the great diaper- 
sion, settled in Abyssiua and 
married wives of that nation. 

- - - -* - a. . — 

• The charities of lite are scat- 
tered everywhere, enameling the 
vales of human beings as the 
flowers paint the meadows ; they 
are not the fruits of study, nor 
the privilege of refinement, but 
a natural instinct. 


home is within the 
f tbe North Liberty 
Br?turen church. 

Nothing is more inspiring to 
me than to bear those young 
Christian brethren and sisters 
whom I led into the stream and 
baptized into Christ, hold me up 
before God in prayer. 

Brethren ministers, gather 
your flocks into social pastures. 
It will strengthen them and yon. 
Never did I receive metre strength 
than when an aged sister of three 
score years and ten. arose and 
addressed ns, who are young, 
with a ten minutes speech Thank 
God for Christian fathers and 
mothers. 

It is but meet for me here to 
return my thanks to the good 
people of Milford, I ml., for the 
kindness shown whilst with 
them. Any of our brethren 
stopping there will find an intel- 
ligent, kind and interesting da** 
of people. 

lu behalf of tbe church here, I 
say "welcome" to Mr. Ruby's 
"card 61 thanks" in a late num- 
ber of the KvAStiKusT. Mr. 
Uuby is our chorister,and a good 
one, too, as tbe brethren who 
have visited our place have tes- 
tified. By the way, he is almost 
such as we are i n the faith ; at 
least, I venture it as my private 
opinion, that be is fully up to the 
"Red Sea" baptism, and if he 
should ever obey the command, 
"Go forward," he would come 
straightway up out of the water 
and be one with us. We have 
often and shall continue to pray 
for this happy event. 

R. F. M ALLOT l'. 

. * -^ . » -* 

Verily, verily, travellers have 
seen many idols in many conn- 
tries ; bnt no human eyes have 
•ver seen more daring, gross, 
and shocking images of the Di- 
vine nature than we creatures of 
the duet make in oar own like- 
ness of our own bad passions. 


